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BRISBANE RANGES EXCURSION = Saturday. May Sth, 1990 


The Brisbane Ranges National Park lie east of Meredith. The 
infertile soils and steep slopes made them unsuitable for farming 
so this area of native vegetation has been preserved. This does not 
mean that the area is in its original condition. Most of the trees 
have regrown at least twice. In the late 1800’s timber was required 
by the gold miners in the area and during World War II timber from 
the ranges was used as fuel in Geelong factories. 


This is home territory for Lyndsay Fink and he was able to guide 
us down and up AND UP the hills without getting bushed. The group 
of 24 people was the largest to attend our 1990 excursions. The day 
was overcast but the rain held off. Lightning was seen and thunder 
was heard in the distance tawards evening. 


Immediately we left the cars, everyone was observing the 
flowers of Silver Banksia, Banksia marginata, noticing the flowers 
at different stages as Tony Cavanagh had explained the previous 
evening. Along the sandy track was a patch of leaves of Red-beak 
Orchids, Lyperanthus nigricans and Black She-oak Casuaring 
Sebo 


We oailed down into a steep gully timbered with a variety of 
Eucalypts including Yellow Gum, Manna Gum, Swamp Gum and Red 
Boxy. A Koala was seen high in one of the trees. New Holland 
Honeyeaters were feeding among the blassom of the Yellow Gum. 
Several species of wattles were seen but none were in flower. 
Rough Wattle Acacia aspera, Plaughshare Wattle A. guonii and 
Mitchell Wattle A. mitchellii growing on the rocky slope were 
replaced by Silver and Golden Wattle A. dealbata and A. pycnantha 
on the deeper soils near the creek. Ferns were growing along the 
damp creek and we saw evidence where some had been dug out. 


Cinnamon fungus is a serious problem in the park. It attacks the 
fine roots of many native plants which are then unable to absorb 
sufficient water. The plants may die during dry seasons. We 
observed the spread of the fungi down a gully; killing the Austral | 
Grass-tree Xanthorrhoea australis as the spores were spread by 
water running ele the slope. x 


Ever in the autumn many plants are flowering. Those we noticed 
included Pink Bells Tetratheca ciliata, Heath Pink-bell T. ericifolia, 
Silky Hakea Hakea sericea and Golden Grevillea Grevillea 
chrysophaea. We also saw many plants of the endemic Steiglitz 
Grevillea G steiglitziana but the buds had not yet opened. The Tiny 
Greenhood Pterostylis parviflora and Striped Siete) . alate 


were found flowering in several patches. 


The barbecue tea at Friday’s Picnic Ground was enjoyed by all 
who walked in the afternoon but was cut short by a brief shower. 
At dusk, we followed Lyndsay with the spotlight. The only animal 
we saw could nat be coaxed out of its hallow to allaw positive 
identification. In the distance a fox was heard. After following a 
creek, climbirig a ridge and walking along a track we were suddenly 
back at the picnic ground from where we headed home. 
JG. 
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Solution to Crossword No.20 : 


BANKSIAS Tony Cavanagh Friday May lth 1990 
aS 


" My interest in Banksias goes back to the early 
1970's when I first started to grow native plants. 

Very soon I was determined to grow every Banksia, 
which wasn't too hard in those days as there were 
fewer than 60 species. However, try as I might 
there were many species, mostly from Western 
Australia which just would not survive so I stead- 
ily modified my ambition. Then around 1981, Alex 
George revised the list and pushed the number of 
species to nearly 90, all these new names to learn 
put me off expanding my collection. Never the less 
there is still a major interest in Banksias by a 
wide cross section of people, it is well worth 
asking why people like Banksias. 

There are probably 4 main reasons or areas of 
interest: - 

4) In the wild; ; : poy 

2) In the-garden; 

3) In commercial horticulture; 

4.) In scientific studies; 


To try to understand Banksias better, we will ( 
look at these areas briefly. ; | 
(1) In the wild- spectacular large flowering, { 


attracting many birds, they will always attract 
and create an interest, especially the older and 
larger plants with theirmany blooms and handsome 
appearance. If you go to Western Australia, where 
there arenearl 60 species,(the rest of Australia 
has 4, and one Be dentata extends to New Guinea. ) 
(2) In the garden - the right plants are hardy 
and range from prostrate to very large trees, 
with many small to medium shrubs with a wide range 
Of colours and foliage shapes, it would seem that 
every one wants a Banksia. 
(3) In commercial horticulture - the attractive 
flowers and their ability to last a long while in 
water, they dry well and have very attractive 
foliage all lead the flower industry to pay a lot 
of attention to Banksias. 


tely it was the Israelis, Hawaiins and 
gouth Arricans ho "pit the bullet" ‘and set up 


Banksia plantations in the 1960's and -70's while 
we in Australia were, and still are, harvesting 
predominantly from the wild. Much of the early 
experiments on Banksias to their susceptibility 
to Phytophthora cinnamoni Was carried out in 
Hawaii, the Israeli's use long glasshouses (plastic 
with artificial lighting to grow flowers for the 
European market. There are some plantations in 
South Australia, Western Australia and near 
Toowoomba in Queensland. Several of the South A 
Australian ones were destroyed in the Bushfires. 

A single head of Australian Banksia brings 
several dollars overseas. ’ 
(4) The Scientific studies - the scientific inter- 
est in Banksiasis rather more extensive than we 
realise - I've written some articles for the Geelor 
Naturalist and they give a lot more detail than 
I have given you tonight, there are about 90 scien- 
tific papers over the last 15 years and it is very 
satisfying to see professionals working on Austral- 
ian plants for a change. these include pollinatior 
fertility, what are the main pollinators, birds 
insects or small mammals or all, insect pests, loss 
of seeds due to insects, the mechanism of opening « 
of seed capsuls, ecology, the effects of controllec 
burns and subsequent germination and the influence 
of cinnamon fungus. For these reasons Banksias 
are better understood than most other plants. 

Information - When I first began to grow Banksie 
there was almost no information, Baglin and 
Mullins was the only book, then Halliday and 
Watton in 1975was a big help, today there are 
numerous very good books availables",, C 


Dery. Gaslonr- | 
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A WASP TRAP 

With the cooler weather here now, the European wasps will be having a last 
fling before disappearing for the winter. Back in Europe the Autumn was the 
worst. time for the pests - particularly associated with ripening of tree 
fruits. 

Simple traps were made for the insects and were to be seen adorning 
window sills and around doorways to stop the wasps entering the house. 
Often the traps were also scattered among fruit trees in the garden or 
orchard. 

The traps were made fron jan, or similar, jars containing water, about 
1/3 - 1/2 a jar full, mixed with the remants of jan, or with honey or 
golden syrup - about one or two generous teaspoonsful. The sugary solution 
acts as a lure to the wasps. However,the traps need to be covered with 
grease-proof or stiff paper, secured with string or an elastic band,and 
with a central hole about the size of an adult little finger nail. The 
wasps, attracted to the sweet solution, crawl through the hole and usually 
drown in the liquid. — 

Periodically empty the corpses from the trap and renew the lure. 
~ BUT, make sure that no wasp is still struggling before amptying the trap ! 


K.McD. 
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FRiELP RePoRn Ts 


Lyndsay Fink - Spotted Harrier seen near Elaine. 

Helen Burgess - Wedge-tailed Eagle found shot at Snizort. 
Female Koala visited garden at Black Hill. 

Margaret Tonkin ~ One Wood Duck seen on grass and swimming 
at Lake Wendouree. : 

Alan Morrison - At Warrak: Platypus seen in creek and flock 
of Tree Martin gathering prior to migration. 

John Gregurke - Flock of 20-30 Cattle Egret with grazing 


cattle at Burrumbeet. 
Florence Williamson - In Ballarat North garden: 8 Turtle Doves 
and a pair of Grey Fantails. 


For your diary 
June 3rd Excursion to Tullaroop Creek. 
_ (leave Crocker's Corner 4-30pm. ) 
June 21st 8pm Committee Meeting at No 1 
John St. Wendouree - Gregurkes. 


Introduced pests (1) The Indian or Common Mynah 


In 1862 The Acclimatisation Society introduced 
4.2 Indian orCommon Mynahs(Acridotheros tristis) 
to Victoria, they immediately became one of the 
successes of the Society, they were suppose. to 
eat the pests in market gardens they preferred 
urban life however, and have been a curse, ever 
since. Among their bad habits is nesting in 
gutters and eaves thereby causing a fire hazard 
and flood damage, they also leave a legacy in 
lice behind. they probably take over nesting 
hollows. They are in Adelaide and suburbs, 
Melbourneand alarge part of Victoria up to Albury 

and along the East coast of Australia. 
These birds are not to be confused with our 
Noisy Miner (spelt differently). These birds 
are not protected and up to date they are not 
(I believe in Ballarat) Householders would be 
wise to destiy them in buildings. 


° = 


Botanical notes :- 
FAMILY ROSACHAE 


This family contains herbs, woody shrubs and trees. 
It is cosmopolitan and we@l developed in the northern 
hemisphere. There are only a few genera native to Austral- 
ia. 

The family name comes from " Rosa " ( = rose ). 

Vegetative reproduction is common in this family, e.g. 
runners in ‘strawberry, and the root formation at the end of 
blackberry shoots. Budding and grafting are comnon hortic- 
ultural practices. 

Leaves are usually alternate, simple or sacha and, 
in many cases, they bear cons pDious stipules. 

The flowers are axillary or in racemes or cymes 

The flowers may be :- 


epigynous hypogynous perigynous 

pear, apple, raspberry, blackberry plun 
hawthorn cnerry 

a 
~ tt 
ovary inferior ovary superior ovary superior 
stamens and stamens and pet- — ovary wall is 
petals arise als arise from not united to 
from rim of below gynaeciun. floral tube 


floral tube. 
Ovary wall and 
receptacle are 
united 


Floral formula ( for apple ) 7c) Ke Os Meg Ges) G) 


~ Around Ballarat the following generat are found :- 

Fes ( Sheep's Burr, Bidgee-widges. Crataegus ( Hawthorn ) 

Malus ( Apple ). 

Prunus ( Plum, apricot, peach ) 

Rosa ( Rose ) - many ornamental species and cultivars. 
Often roses have numerous petals due to stamens 


becoming petaloid. oh 


